
 

Case Study  VERONICA BROWNE 

 

Veronica Browne is an activist farmer and member of the WINFA Fairtrade Group. She lives at 

Bellevue with her husband and three grown sons.  

Two of my sons have special needs and I have to look after them like babies. This is my lot in life. 

So I must work hard and smart for my family.” 

I love my family. They are my life and reason for living.   

I have been involved in farming as long as I could remember. My mother carried me to her 

mountain plots with her. I left school early but I have gathered much education from life and 

farming. I am no one’s fool and I don’t encourage foolishness around me.” 

My husband and I are partners in life and farming. Farming is our business. We have two plots, 

one at Mount Williams Byera and the other at Gracefield Three Rivers. At Byera, we grow banana 

and at Gracefield mixed root crops, fruits and plantain 

On my farm there is no man’s work and woman’s work. I work along with the workers in all areas 

of work, from land preparation to harvest and sales. I sell and I collect the money. My husband 

has entrusted me as manager and he is in charge as joint owner. 

I am very interested in the new approach, climate-smart agriculture. I think combined with 

Fairtrade it will boost our farming and give us the farmer more options in farming. I am for it and 

will introduce the practices. In fact I have been doing some of them already. But I think with more 

information, I can do much better. 

Veronica told us this in January 2019 when she visited Devon for FT Fortnight. 

During the pandemic, she has told us that she cannot sell her bananas as Fairtrade to come to 

the UK because the banana ships are not running. We understand that she is selling them 

locally or perhaps on other Caribbean islands – they are not going to waste but she is not 

getting as good a price for them nor the FT premium. 

The FT Premium enabled co-ops to support their local communities, whether  or not they are 

banana farmers or belonged to the co-op. With this money they could assist clinics with PP and 

provide food for local families. Veronica also told us that she and her family have given some 

of their own money to local families in need. 


