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DORIC PARK Q & A 
 

What does the Doric Park project consist of? 

Trowbridge Town Council’s (TTC) development of 5-acres of land adjacent to Trowbridge Rugby Club 

(TRFC) includes; a rugby compliant Third Generation Artificial Turf Pitch (3G-ATP), changing rooms, meeting 

rooms, a gym, therapy room and car parking, including additional parking for the Rugby Club.  

 

Why is it in the Parish of Hilperton? 

TTC purchased - acres adjacent to Doric Park, funded from S106 funds. No suitable land was available in the 

town boundary. It is situated away from bat roosts, protected by the Trowbridge Bat Mitigation Strategy 

(TBMS). Floodlighting is NOT allowed in closer locations such as Woodmarsh, Ashton Park and Elm Grove. 

 

What information was used to develop this project and who are the key partners.  

TTC has had a Strategy since 2007 to develop this facility, considering Sport England’s Strategy and Wiltshire 

Playing Pitch Strategy (which was subject to public consultation). It has worked in partnership with Wiltshire 

& Swindon Sports Partnership (WASP), Wiltshire Football Association, Trowbridge Rugby Club, community 

clubs and Wiltshire Council. Users committed to the facility also include: Wiltshire College & University 

Centre, Trowbridge Town FC, Trowbridge Wanders FC, Staverton Rangers FC, St Andrews FC, Walking 

Football, Bath Rugby Club, Trowbridge Tigers, Collaborative Schools, Veterans Football and JP Counselling.  

  

Why is it only going to be used for Football and Rugby?  

It is not possible to play hockey and rugby on the same artificial turf. The pitch will be rugby complaint for 

training as well as Football. England Hockey’s preferred surface is sand filled or water based. The same applies 

to lacrosse. The John of Gaunt Facility is suitable for Hockey within the Town.  

 

Is there a business plan for Doric Park? 

Doric Park has two business plans which are aligned. One is a 5-year Football Foundation (FF) Business Plan 

used by all grant applicants. This looks in-depth at the sustainability of the facility, growth plans of local clubs, 

facility usage, income and expenditure including loan finance. The second is a TTC plan covering the proposed 

30-year loan term which has been provided to the councillors with a summary released to the public. 

Discounts offered to individual clients are confidential and not released to the public. As well as the FF funding 

the Council has received over £600,000 of S106 funding from Wiltshire Council towards the project. 

 

Has the business plan been reviewed?  

The Business Plans have been reviewed by the grant funders and independently: 

The Football Foundation (FF) Business Manager, considers the business model, the Technical Manager works 

with the council’s FA/RFU consultants and the project is then considered at a ‘case conference’ and then 

passed to a panel. The panel is made up of representatives from FF funding partners; FA, Sport England, 

Premier League and independent members from operating organisations: Councils and Academy Trusts, who 

can challenge prior to any grant offer being made. A Grant of £488,000 has been awarded. 

Jon Pennell, Area Director of Small & Medium Enterprises at Lloyds Banking Group with over 25 years’ 

experience, said: “The business plan has been prepared on the FF template, allowing input from Wiltshire FA. 

You have consulted with all & clearly the demand is there. Between all 3 clubs, there must be at least 30 

teams spread across the various age groups. Evening training during the ‘winter’ months needs to be under 

floodlights, ideally on an all-weather pitch. I would expect every club to want to extensively use Doric Park. 

In summary, the income has been researched as much as possible, whilst the 5-year income from the biggest 

2 users of the facility is fantastic – don’t forget that they will be legally committed under a signed lease. The 

annual expenditure budget allows for a ‘sinking fund’ for both the pitch surface & buildings. Whilst this is 

wise, these are arbitrary transfers to a separate reserves account, not necessarily needed in the early years 

as the upfront expenditure results in a brand new surface & brand new building on Day 1.” 


