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1.

INTRODUCTION

1.1.

The objective of the Trowbridge Town Centre Conservation Area Appraisal is to analyse and
record the special character and appearance of the Conservation Area, which was originally
designated by Wiltshire County Council in 1975. The Conservation Area has been extended
twice since its original designation; in 1985 and 1997.

1.2.

This Appraisal has been completed in line with policy and advice issued by National and Local
Government, and by Historic England. Policy detail is included in Appendix 1.

1.3.

It is intended that this appraisal will inform future activities of Trowbridge Town Council and
other statutory bodies including Wiltshire Council, where these may impact on the
Conservation Area’s character or appearance. As importantly, it is hoped that the appraisal
will prove to be of help to residents, businesses and landowners. For anyone proposing new
development or changes within the Conservation Area, the appraisal should be read in
conjunction with national and local planning policy and guidance, along with guidance notes
issued by Historic England in this regard.

2.

LOCATION, SETTING AND BUILT FORM

2.1.

Trowbridge is Wiltshire’s county town and is situated close to the western extent of the
county. The boundary between Bath and North East Somerset and Somerset lies some 4km to
the west of the town’s urban limits. The city and World Heritage Site of Bath lies c. 11km to
the northwest and the Wiltshire town of Westbury is situated approximately 4km to the south.

Location map
2.2.

Trowbridge has served as Wiltshire’s administrative centre since the 19th century, largely due
to matters of accessibility with the town broadly central to the expanding railway network at
that time. This situation is illustrated well by the construction of the 19th century County Hall
on Bythesea Road, close to the railway station. The last census, undertaken in 2011, measured
the town’s population at 33,104, rising from 28,163 recorded in the 2001 census.
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2.3.

The wider landscape setting of the town comprises a relatively low-lying area between the
raised plateau of Salisbury Plain to the southeast and the uplands of the Cotswolds to the
northwest. The underlying geology of the town is recorded by the British Geological Survey
(BGS) as Cornbrash Formation – Limestone, a sedimentary bedrock formed between 168.3
and 163.5 million years BP. The local geology forms a ridge extending from Semington to the
northeast, to Wingfield in the west. The geological formation is cut through by the River Biss
upon which Trowbridge was founded. The River Biss is joined by Paxcroft Brook within
Trowbridge Town Park whilst the Lambrok Brook converges with it at Trowle Bridge, situated
in the northwest of Trowbridge.

2.4.

The built form of Trowbridge derives largely from several phases of expansion from its roots
as a medieval market town whose economy was closely linked to its position on the River Biss
and the influence of the slightly later imposition of Trowbridge Castle. The river’s course has
also influenced the town’s physical development, initially along its banks, whilst its presence
has been highly influential on the economic growth and development of Trowbridge. The
course of the River Biss describes a broad semi-circle which has served to contain the medieval
and later town at its southern limits. This central area also includes the Trowbridge Castle,
first recorded in 1139. The meandering nature of the river’s course is reflected in many of the
town’s older roads which also follow a curving form, apparent in the layout of Court Street,
Castle Street, Fore Street and Church Street, which form a radial arrangement emanating from
the centre of the settlement. A significant segment of this semi-circular area represents the
Town Park, whilst the curving streets are bisected by shorter straight lengths of thoroughfare
including Silver Street, Roundstone Street and the later developed Market Street which joins
Castle Street at its western extent. The current Conservation Area boundary reflects the
historic semi-circular pattern of the historic core.

Conservation Area boundary
2.5.

Largely residential development lies to the northeast of the town’s historic core, comprising
areas of planned housing laid out in a more formal grid pattern, reflecting the need to house
the town’s growing population during the 19th century.
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Character Areas
2.6.

The Conservation Area has been divided into architecturally distinctive Character Areas,
broadly in line with the previous Conservation Area Assessment (WWDC 2006). These
Character Areas will be examined in detail within the body of this document, forming the core
of the appraisal of the Conservation Area’s special character and appearance.

Character Areas
•
•
•
•
•

•
•

Area 1: Historic Core: This covers the retail core of the modern town, which has
historically been the centre of trade and commerce in Trowbridge.
Area 2: Trowbridge Park: This Character Area comprises Trowbridge Park and associated
buildings, including the War Memorial (see Front Cover).
Area 3: Church of St. James and Church Street: Whilst largely retail in nature, this
Character Area also features the Grade I Listed Church of St. James and its churchyard.
Area 4: Stallard Street: This mainly retail Character Area is focused on Stallard Street.
Area 5: Conigre and British Row: This largely residential area includes elements of 20th
century development alongside former cloth warehouses of 18th and early 19th century
date.
Area 6: The Halve: This mainly residential area represents the limits of residential
expansion during the 18th and 19th centuries.
Area 7: Polebarn Street, Roundstone Street and Yerbury Street: This residential area is
characterised by 18th and 19th century development comprising a mix of terraces, pairs
and individual dwellings. It lies between Trowbridge Park to the west and the 20th century
inner ring road, County Way, to the east and south.
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•

Area 8: River Biss Corridor: – This Character Area forms the western boundary to the
Conservation Area.

2.7.

These Character Areas represent zones within the Conservation Area boundary of varying
architectural and historic character. However, they are not intended to be precisely split, as
there will inevitably be some overlapping of attributes/qualities of the Character Areas due to
the wide diversities of the character and appearance of the Conservation Area.

3.

ORIGINS AND DEVELOPMENT OF TROWBRIDGE
Prehistory (pre-AD43)

3.1.

The earliest records of activity in the Trowbridge area refer to the identification of field
boundaries and structures of early and late Bronze Age date, found during excavations in the
1980s (Wessex Archaeology 1986). Later prehistoric activity is also recorded at the same site
comprising a four-post structure of Late Iron Age date.

Romano-British Period (AD43-AD410)
3.2.

There is limited evidence for activity of the Romano-British period in and around the town
centre area, although excavations described above recorded a ditch containing RomanoBritish pottery and other finds. A short distance to the north of the excavations noted above,
in the area of Conigre/Broad Street, a small quantity of Romano-British pottery was recovered
including one sherd of Oxford colour-coat ware.

Early medieval (AD410-1066) to late medieval (1066-1529)
3.3.

Trowbridge is first recorded in the Domesday survey of 1086 as Straburg, whose derivation is
unclear. It is recorded later in 1184 as Trowbrigge, deriving from the Old English trēow and
brycg meaning ‘tree’ + ‘bridge’ (Mills 2003).

Domesday Book entry for Trowbridge (‘Straburg’)
3.4.

The Domesday Book records the manor of Trowbridge as held by the King’s Thegn Beorhtric;
whose father held it before him (pre-Conquest). Trowbridge comprised 10 hides of land, a
mill, 10 acres of meadow, 12 acres of pasture and an area of woodland measured at 5 x 3
furlongs (Williams & Martin 1992). The hide was an historic unit of land measurement which
originally represented enough land to support a household, reckoned at the equivalent of c.
12ha or 30 modern acres. The hide was more accurately a measure of value and tax
assessment, and different properties with the same hidage could vary greatly in extent even
in the same county.

3.5.

Whilst the first record of a settlement dates to the 11th century, evidence from excavations in
the Court Street/Castle Street area, c. 180m east of the Site recorded evidence for preConquest settlement, with the area occupied intermittently from the 7th century. Sunken
floored buildings and post-built structures were identified. From the 10th century, the site was
occupied by a Saxo-Norman manorial complex and chapel (Wessex Archaeology 1986). A
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parish church is first recorded 1125 with the present Parish Church of St. James representing
a fine late 15th century construction which was extensively restored by Manners and Gill in
1847-48.
3.6.

The manor of Trowbridge is recorded as passing through the hands of prominent individuals
and families during the medieval period, descending post-Domesday to Edward of Salisbury,
the Sheriff of Wiltshire, and from him to Humphrey de Bohun, known as ‘the Magnificent’. De
Bohun was responsible for the construction of Trowbridge Castle which was first recorded in
c. 1139, following a siege by Stephen of Blois and his army. At that time, the castle was held
by Humphrey de Bohun, known to be a supporter of the Empress Maud who claimed title to
the Crown. De Bohun succeeded in holding the castle.

3.7.

During the 12th century, King John granted a charter for the town to hold a market each
weekend, along with provision for an annual fair on the Feast of St. James (25th July). The
market was likely located at the upper extent of Fore Street (WWDC 2006). Royal recognition
was a catalyst for the early growth of the town, with burgage plots utilised for houses and
workshops.

3.8.

King John is known to have stayed at Trowbridge Castle twice during the early 13th century; in
1212 and 1215, subsequent to which it appears the castle fell into decline, although there is a
record of its having been subject to repairs in 1375. The remains of the castle were finally
cleared in the 19th century (APS 2016) and the extant Shires Shopping Centre is located on the
castle site.

“Imaginary View of Trowbridge Castle, Wiltshire”; unknown 17th century artist (Trowbridge
Museum)
3.9.

The medieval town would have been served by a system of common fields in the wider
landscape, several which survive or have been previously recorded as areas of ridge and
furrow earthworks. A projected plan of these areas in the later medieval period has been
completed by Kenneth Rogers in his publication The Book of Trowbridge (Roberts 1984) and
is reproduced below.
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Projected plan of medieval common fields, pastures and meadows – after Rogers 1984
3.10.

Medieval planned urban settlement was laid out to the north and east of the outer bailey
along of the castle, forming two concentric arcs. The buildings included burgage plots to the
rear, some of which have become fossilised in the later town, identifiable at Roundstone
Street and Church Street. A group of burgage plots formed an arc adjacent to the castle moat
with the medieval layout reflected in the modern town, seen in the curve to Fore Street.

3.11.

During the 14th century, the cloth industry grew in importance to the town with new industrial
sites established on the River Biss to benefit from the river as a source of power. Whilst cloth
manufacturing was the mainstay of the town’s industries during this period, evidence for
other industries is also recorded, including metalworking, tanning and dyeing.

3.12.

The 15th century saw the continued importance of the cloth-making industry, and the
apparent wealth it created. Notable endowments from wealthy mill owners are recorded
during this period, including the will of John Wykes which, in 1460, bequeathed funds for
repairs to roads and works relating to the Church.

3.13.

In 1543 the town was visited by the prominent English poet and antiquarian John Leland,
described as "the father of English local history and bibliography" (Clarke 1911), who noted
that “…" the towne flourishith by drapery". It is interesting to note that his description of his
entry into Trowbridge “via a stone arched bridge” has been questioned, based upon
archaeological and physical evidence that timber and timber-framing were the dominant
materials and forms of the time (WWDC 2006).

Post-medieval period to 19th century (1540 to 1899)
3.14.

By the end of the medieval period, the cloth industry was known in particular for the
production of a material known as white broadcloth which was manufactured for export to
mainland Europe. During the early part of the 17th century, however, the focus of cloth
manufacturing had shifted to a new material called medley, a combination of wools in various
shades and colours. Manufacturing processes evolved further during this period, with the
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introduction of Merino wool from Spain and the adoption of techniques used by the Dutch
cloth industry.
3.15.

During and subsequent to the English Restoration (1660–1689) Trowbridge saw a settled
period of modest growth and prosperity, resulting in the creation of two new areas of
residential housing; at the Conigre and through the creation of Duke Street. At relatively new
Conigre Square there were, by the early 18th century, some 50 houses, mainly serving weavers
and their workshops. The formation of the new Duke Street included the removal of earlier
buildings and their replacement with larger properties reflecting the wealth of local
businesspeople and merchants associated with the cloth industry. Several of these buildings
lying at the west end of Duke Street are Listed (Nos. 13, 16, 29/29a and 32).

West end of Duke Street
3.16.

Trowbridge remained a small market town until the late 18th to earlier 19th century, with a
population of c. 6000 recorded in the 1801 census. During the early part of the 19th century
Trowbridge’s population almost doubled, recorded as 11,000 by 1831 (Nash Partnership
2012).

3.17.

In addition, some of the earliest industry in the town was recorded at Church Street, where
archaeological evidence for a clay tobacco pipe factory established by Edward Fox in the
second half of the 17th century was identified (Lewcun 1988). Buildings associated with this
site represent the earliest secular architecture that still survives in Trowbridge. The property
at No. 9 Church Street comprises a Grade II Listed late medieval hall house.

3.18.

The 18th and 19th centuries saw significant industrial buildings constructed in the town, largely
the result of the commercial success of cloth-making and weaving. Indeed, the town became
known during this period as the ‘Manchester of the West’. Elements of the original weavers'
cottages still survive within the town, including examples on Yerbury Street and Castle Street.
This surviving evidence for the early cottage industries notwithstanding, the most impressive
visual indicators of the zenith of these industries is encapsulated in the grand mill buildings
and associated factory sites that still dominate the town today, creating an interesting and
striking juxtaposition with the residential streets and modern developed areas.

3.19.

The archaeological significance of the town centre area of Trowbridge is identified through
the local designation of an Area of Higher Archaeological Potential (AHAP).
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Locally Designated Area of Higher Archaeological Potential, outlined in red
(Conservation Area boundary in blue)
3.20.

The early part of the 19th century saw a significant improvement in local infrastructure with
the completion in 1805 of the Kennet & Avon Canal which facilitated the transportation of
coal to Trowbridge to power steam engines installed in the mills in and around the town.

3.21.

Isaac Pitman was born in the town in 1815. Pitman became an English teacher most notable
for his invention of Pitman Shorthand, whilst in 1819 Abraham Bowyer opened his first shop
in the town. Bowyers subsequently grew to represent a very important manufacturer and
employer in Trowbridge until the closure of the Bowyers factory at Innox in 2007.

3.22.

Another notable 19th century development was the opening of Thomas Usher’s brewery,
initially in a small property on Back Street. The business quickly grew during the 19th and first
half of the 20th century and following the end of World War II Ushers acquired Conigre House
and gardens, then the home of the Liberal Club, allowing it to double the scale of its brewery
and bottling plant. The Trowbridge brewery site closed in 2000.

4.

TOWNSCAPE ANALYSIS
Special Character

4.1.

Close to the River Biss, several surviving buildings reflect the industrial origins of the modern
town. Their visibility contributes to a strong sense of history to the Conservation Area, focused
on the remaining industrial buildings and the associated 18th-19th century housing, built for
both the workers and the wealthier business owners and merchants.
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4.2.

The Town Centre Conservation Area exhibits a strong boundary, formed by the natural curve
of the River Biss, and the imposition of County Way. Outside of these limits, the town has
developed several suburban areas, mostly during the 20th and into the 21st centuries. These
form peripheral communities which differ greatly in character to the inner core of the
settlement.

4.3.

The Conservation Area also includes important public open space. Of note is Trowbridge Park
which offers both a significant public space and leisure facilities for adults and children, such
as a play area and tennis courts. It includes the Grade II Listed War Memorial (Front Cover
image).

Bowling green and tennis courts in Trowbridge Park
4.4.

A second important green space is offered by the churchyard to the Parish Church of St. John,
which provides both a tranquil and contemplative space away from the bustle of the town
centre (despite its proximity to it) and an important part of the setting to the Grade I Listed
Building. Smaller areas of green space, such as those associated with the United Reform
Church and the Rectory also contribute to the diversity of the town’s mixed urban
environment. In total, 237 buildings within the Conservation Area’s boundaries are Listed.

4.5.

Trowbridge has been subject to several unattractive and, in the context of the Conservation
Area, inappropriate development, the majority during the second half of the 20th century.
Amongst these, the most visible include the multi-storey car park and attached Market Hall
which lies directly west of the park, and the retail development around and including the
Odeon Cinema.
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Odeon Cinema complex (St. Stephens Leisure Park)
4.6.

Two large sites relating to the industrial heritage of the town are situated at the periphery of
the Conservation Area. The former Ushers Bottling Plant site has been redeveloped for a
supermarket with associated parking whilst the Innox Mills site, formerly part-occupied by the
Bowyers factory, has been cleared of many of its later buildings and is proposed for mixeduse development.

4.7.

Whilst the completed developments described above are regarded as no longer appropriate
for inclusion in the Conservation Area, they are nonetheless an important contributor to the
town’s continued economic viability.

4.8.

Regarding the assessment of the significance of a heritage asset, the GPA also states that the
“...reason why society places a value on heritage assets beyond their mere utility has been
explored at a more philosophical level by English Heritage in Conservation Principles (2008).
Conservation Principles identifies four types of heritage value that an asset may hold:
aesthetic, communal, historic and evidential value. This is simply another way of analysing its
significance. Heritage values can help in deciding the most efficient and effective way of
managing the heritage asset to sustain its overall value to society”.

4.9.

For the purposes of this assessment and in line with Conservation Principles, the assessment
of significance will include an assessment of a heritage asset’s communal value.

5.

CHARACTER AREAS
Introduction

5.1.

This section looks in more detail at each of the eight broadly defined Character Areas, as set
out in Section 2. Each Character Area description contains maps and photographs showing key
features which are assessed to contribute either positively or negatively to the area’s special
character and appearance.
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Character Area 1: Historic Core
Overview
5.2.

Character Area 1 represents the most significant sub-section of the Conservation Area,
comprising nationally important Listed Buildings, three of which are Grade I (Parade House,
68 Fore Street and Lloyd’s Bank). This Character Area is the focus for the town’s commercial
and civic facilities and will experience the highest footfall in comparison to other parts of
Trowbridge.

Character Area 1 showing Listed Buildings
5.3.

Alongside the commercial prominence, there is limited residential occupation to the upper
floors of centrally located retail and commercial units, with further residential occupation in
more peripheral areas.

5.4.

The overall street pattern of this central area is one of curving streets of a variety of widths
and forms, most apparent in the ancient line of Fore Street.

5.5.

Several narrow alleyways have survived between buildings which constitute a survival of an
earlier town layout. Of most prominence are Narrow Wine Street, White Hart Yard, Church
Walk and Red Hat Lane.
Fore Street and The Shires

5.6.

Buildings on Fore Street generally front directly onto the street although a small number of
the high-status buildings, such as those on The Parade, are separated by courtyards, small
gardens and/or walls and railings.
11

5.7.

The north side of Fore Street includes a distinctive group of architecturally impressive
landmark buildings along the stretch known as The Parade, referred to by Pevsner (1993) as
“…a stretch of Palaces”. The group of buildings which form The Parade represent the ornate
residences of wealthy merchants and mill owners constructed in the 18 th century. The
buildings exhibit a degree of uniformity whilst at the same time individual architectural
distinctiveness creating one of the most important streetscenes in the Conservation Area.
Some buildings are recorded as incorporating 17th century architectural elements.

Parade House frontage
5.8.

The railings, gates and piers to several of these properties are separately Listed whilst the
surviving surface to the front of the railings represents an important historic survival, although
its current state of preservation is poor. The south side of Fore Street offers a contrast in
character, with a tendency toward narrower frontages.

5.9.

Part of Fore Street comprises a pedestrianised area, where some fine views of key buildings is
available, including not only the impressive façades of the north side of Fore Street, including
Lloyds Bank, but views to the spire of the Parish Church of St. James. Ground floors in this part
of town are very much retail related, with many of the town’s commercial outlets (which lie
outside The Shires shopping centre) situated here.

5.10.

The Shires shopping centre lies between Fore Street, Market Street and Caste Street, and
occupies the site of Trowbridge Castle. The site was redeveloped for the shopping centre in
the mid-1980s. Whilst there is no doubt that the internal design remains both dated and
functional, recent improvements have allowed for increased visibility of historic industrial
elements. The Shires also incorporates the Grade II Listed Bethesda Chapel.
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Narrow Wine Street, off Fore Street

View of church spire from pedestrianised area

Market Street
5.11.

Market Street was developed in the later 19th century and provides a link between Castle
Street and Fore Street, effectively extending Silver Street westwards by some 60m. The south
side of Market Street includes an entrance to Castle Place, Trowbridge’s second shopping
centre and, of more significance, the impressive façade of the Market Hall completed in 1861.

Market Hall
5.12.

Situated off Market Street, Park Road, provides a limited viewpoint toward Trowbridge Park.
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Castle Street
5.13.

The east side of Castle Street features several Listed Buildings in its northern half, with a small
cluster of takeaways and a café-bar occupying a group of three ground floor frontages. At its
northern extent, on the west side of Castle Street, is Court Hall a Grade II Listed Building
constructed in 1854 and currently in use as a shoe shop. This impressive building’s immediate
setting is detracted from through the presence of both an entrance to The Shires to the north
and a former garage to the south which creates the impression of a large open and rather
shabby space.

Court Hall with largely open area to the left and entrance to The Shires to the right

Key Features and Opportunities for Improvement

Key Features
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

•

Historic buildings of national importance, three Listed Grade I
Historic buildings of two to three storeys built in a variety of
materials including Bath Stone and limestone rubble
Traditional sash windows
Small number of attractive trees
Historic street pattern reflecting the town centre’s medieval
origins and the former position of Trowbridge Castle
Pitch pavement, low walls, railings and piers along The Parade
Further survival of historic street furnishings, such as sections of
granite kerb and two areas of pitched paths off Fore Street and
Park Road which offer a significant contribution to the street
scene.
Views from pedestrianised area to Church of St. James
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Negative Features and Opportunities for Improvement
•
•
•

•

•

•

Greater consideration of the historic street scene in
refurbishment or alteration of retail frontages
Explore the potential for more tree planting, particularly in the
pedestrianised area
Improved protection for pitch pavement area at The Parade
which is currently suffering damage from car parking, and
refurbishment of surface
The redrawing of the Conservation Area boundary to exclude
the multi-storey car park, along with the St. Stephens Yard
complex to the south (Character Area 8)
Better use of buildings, many of which are vacant or only part
occupied. Explore the potential for the introduction of financial
or other incentives for retail units to be brought back into use
The junction of Manvers Street and Wicker Hill presents a
natural pedestrian crossing point, although traffic flow currently
makes this very difficult. A pedestrian crossing in the area
adjacent to Lloyds Bank would be a significant improvement for
the pedestrian.
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Character Area 2: Trowbridge Park
Overview
5.14.

Much of the Character Area is taken up with Trowbridge Park which provides the town’s
largest and most accessible public open space. The park is located centrally with multiple
points of access from retail and residential areas across the town.

Character Area 2 showing Listed Buildings
5.15.

The park includes well-used public facilities, including a children’s play area, tennis courts, a
bandstand/stage and the Civic Centre where popular events are held on a regular basis. Most
importantly the park offers a wide expanse of open green space with numerous important
trees providing an attractive backdrop to open grassed areas.

5.16.

The park opened in 1887 in honour of Queen Victoria’s Golden Jubilee with the dedication
displayed at the park’s northwest access point.

Dedication to Queen Victoria’s Golden Jubilee
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5.17.

Historic maps demonstrate how the park’s layout has altered and evolved since the 19 th
century; prior to its foundation as a park, the land was in private ownership.

Public open space at Trowbridge Park
5.18.

Much of the planting, some of which is shown in the image above, had been completed by the
1940s whilst the Grade II Listed War Memorial (illustrated on the front cover) was established
in c. 1920. The bronze figure of a soldier and gun was completed by the sculptor and modeller
P. G. Bentham (1883-1936). The War Memorial acts as a focal point, with views afforded as
one enters the park from Park Road. This axis continues southeast along an avenue of mature
lime and maple trees which effectively separate the western quarter of the park, including the
children’s play area and the Civic Centre, from the rest of the public open space. This strip was
originally planted with elms, but these were felled following an outbreak of Dutch Elm Disease.
A second avenue extends northeastwards from the War Memorial creating a more subtle subdivision of open space from the tennis courts to the south. This area facilitates a delineated
space in front of the bandstand. Modern sports facilities including the tennis courts and a
putting green were established in the late 1960s/early 1970s.

5.19.

This character area includes, at its northwestern extent, the Grade II Listed Town Hall, built in
1887, whose façade is a prominent feature of the street scene of Silver Street (Character Area
1). The Town Hall’s attractive rear garden represents a small publicly accessible space known
as The Sensory Garden, with a low stone wall, iron railings and gates lying some 30m
northwest of the War Memorial.

Key Features and Opportunities for Improvement

Key Features
•
•
•
•

The War Memorial
Extensive planting of mature trees
Rear of Town Hall and Sensory Garden
Bandstand/Stage
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Negative Features and Opportunities for Improvement
•
•
•
•
•

Establishment of more ‘wild’ areas to encourage biodiversity
Bat and bird boxes to encourage wildlife
One or more public water fountains
Walls and other boundaries need some refurbishment in places.
Walls would benefit from a more uniform pointing which
appears rather piecemeal in places with repairs using clearly
differing mortars.
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Character Area 3: Church of St. James and Church Street
Overview
5.20.

The Character Area comprises an interesting mix of retail, office and residential, focused on
the area around Church Street, Duke Street and Roundstone Street. It includes several
important buildings, most significantly the Grade I Listed Parish Church of St. James and
Lovemead House. Two more churches; the Emmanuel Baptist Church and the United
Reformed Church, are also situated in this Character Area.

Character Area 3 showing Listed Buildings
5.21.

Church Street/Roundstone Street forms the main thoroughfare through the Character Area,
extending southeast from the parish church before swinging east at the junction with Silver
Street. Duke Street extends eastwards from Church Street.

5.22.

Currently the main thoroughfares includes several out of use buildings, most notably Manvers
House which lies behind the Lloyds Bank building and the United Reformed Church, which was
in the early stages of development/refurbishment when viewed in June 2019.

5.23.

The main streets are generally informally laid out and, in most cases, well-developed, although
areas of open space contribute to the mixed streetscenes available in this area, particularly in
respect of the east side of St. James Church. The south side of Roundstone Street is also more
open in places, although an element of this relates to the 20th century Post Office and sorting
office which lies at the junction with Silver Street.
Church Street

5.24.

The Parish Church of St. James describes a dominant architectural presence within Character
Area 3, its spire a visible skyline element from not just the Character Area, but the wider town
and several approaches to it. The north end of Church Street is dominated architecturally by
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the parish church, however, the Listed Vergers Cottages and adjoining former National
Schools building present an alternate, yet still impressive, architectural form.

View of Parish Church of St. James from Church Street

Vergers Cottages (right) and former national Schools building, Church Street
5.25.

Just north of Vergers Cottages, at the start of Union Street, are the 19th century Union Street
Almshouses which form an attractive terrace of unusual architectural design.
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5.26.

Further south on Church Street the architecture of the northeast side becomes less grand,
with two storey retail units opposite the southeast end of the churchyard. Within this short
terrace are the Grade II Listed gate and gatepiers to the Emmanuel Baptist Church, whose
impressive architecture is visible through the narrow opening.

Emmanuel Baptist Church
5.27.

Former Co-Operative Society building

Beyond the junction with Duke Street, the northeast side of the street retains a similar
terraced character, although the architecture of the southwest side is more varied, including
the unusual former Co-Operative Society building which sits at the junction with Church Walk.
Church Walk

5.28.

Beyond the former Co-Operative Society building, Church Walk extends along the south side
of the churchyard. This narrow thoroughfare includes, on its south side, a terrace of two and
three storey buildings all facing into the churchyard which focuses attention on the church
itself. Several of these buildings retain their 19th century shop fronts, or refurbished versions
thereof, creating an almost Dickensian street scene in this small enclosed area.
Duke Street (west)

5.29.

Character Area 3 includes the western half of Duke Street which comprises continuous
terraces of mixed age and design. The imposition of Noble Court on the south side of Duke
Street detracts from the largely historic aesthetic, however. The juxtaposition of the current
Bewley Funeral Directors Chapel and the Bike Workshop building demonstrate two
approaches to 20th century design – the Bike Workshop representing a utilitarian block-built
structure whilst the Funeral directors’ building demonstrates a more sympathetic architecture
with stone cladding reflecting several older properties in this area.
Silver Street

5.30.

The northeastern half of Silver Street has its junction with the corner of Church Street and
Roundstone Street in the south of Character Area 3, offering views toward the tower of the
Town Hall and including a mix of historic and later architecture. Several of the later buildings
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are distinctly unsympathetic to the historic nature of Trowbridge Town Centre. The historic
architectural element to this narrow end of Silver Street comprises predominantly two and
three storey late 18th and 19th century buildings including the much-altered former premises
of Samuel Pitman, a weaver and father of Sir Isaac Pitman, the creator of Pitman Shorthand.

View southwest down Silver Street from junction with Church Street and Roundstone Street
Roundstone Street
5.31.

In architectural terms, Roundstone Street includes three significant buildings; the Grade I
Listed Lovemead House (the Conservative Club) and the Grade II* Listed Polebarn House and
Rodney House. It is unfortunate that currently, the façade to the earlier 18th century
Lovemead House requires urgent attention and appears to be crumbling significantly in
places.

Façade to Lovemead House
5.32.

All three buildings represent the auspicious former residences of 18th century merchants.
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Key Features and Opportunities for Improvement

Key Features
•
•
•

The Parish Church of St. James and associated churchyard
Mixed 18th and 19th century streetscapes, comprising red brick,
ashlar and rubble stone
Green open space, both public and private including numbers of
mature trees

Negative Features and Opportunities for Improvement
•
•
•

Empty retail premises and other buildings
Important historic buildings in need of refurbishment
The area would benefit from additional mature tree planting
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Character Area 4: Stallard Street
Overview
5.33.

This Character Area is formed largely of Stallard Street with elements of Wicker Hill and Hill
Street. It includes Listed Buildings at the eastern periphery of the former Bowyers Site (Innox
Mills).

Character Area 4 showing Listed Buildings
5.34.

Elements along Stallard Street are currently suggestive of decline; this is particularly true of
the group of Listed Buildings at the edge of the former Bowyers site.

Listed Buildings on north side of Stallard Street within former Bowyers site
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5.35.

In general terms the Stallard Street area is of a ‘hard’ developed appearance, with little or no
designed open space or effective planting to break up the urbanisation.
Stallard Street

5.36.

Stallard Street represents a wide northeast-southwest aligned road which includes the Grade
II Listed Town Bridge. The Character Area also includes a short stretch of the River Biss south
of the bridge. It also includes several important Listed Buildings relating to the former
industries of this part of Trowbridge, including three and four storey buildings at the Studley
Mill site and those at the largely cleared former Bowyers site at Innox Mills.

Rear of Innox Mills
5.37.

The Conservation Area and Character Area boundary extends to just northeast of the railway
bridge, with the remainder of Stallard Street to the southwest lying outside the designated
area. Moving northeast from the railway bridge, both sides of Stallard Street include Listed
Buildings; those on the Bowyers site and a group of three storey structures featuring nondescript shopfronts set directly against the pavement.
Hill Street and Wicker Hill

5.38.

Across the Town Bridge the road splits, with Hill Street extending north and Wicker Hill leading
directly into Fore Street.

5.39.

The corner of Hill Street is dominated by the grand three-storey rendered façade of the Grade
II* Listed former Kitchener’s Arms, now identified as Kitcheners Court. The façade is in good
condition structurally, but of rather shabby appearance.
River Biss

5.40.

Character Area 4 includes a section of the River Biss, from Town Bridge south to just southwest
of the Handle House. The river in this area is poorly maintained with limited public access.

5.41.

Adjacent to Town Bridge on Wicker Hill is the very unusual former lock-up, known as the Blind
House, built in 1757 and restored following damage from both rioting in 1826 and a bomb
strike in 1942.
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5.42.

Further to the south is the mid-19th century Handle House, built on a segmental bridge over
the river. Formerly attached to Studley Mills, the Handle House is said to be the only remaining
example of its type in Wiltshire.

Blind House
5.43.

Handle House

These two unusual buildings add significantly to the mixed aesthetic of this Character Area,
whilst also offering interesting historical aspects in respect of the town’s development.

Key Features and Opportunities for Improvement

Key Features
•
•
•
•

Prominent group of Listed Buildings north of Station Approach
Town Bridge and the River Biss
Architecturally unusual buildings contribute to the mixed
aesthetic of this area
Views beyond the Conservation Area to the tower of Holy
Trinity Church

Negative Features and Opportunities for Improvement
•
•

•
•

Undeveloped former Bowyers site
Listed and historic buildings at the edge of the Bowyers site
should be considered for refurbishment within any
development proposal there
Riverside area would benefit from refurbishment and, where
possible, provision for public access
The area in general would benefit from additional mature tree
planting
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Character Area 5: Conigre and British Row
Overview
5.44.

This Character Area is principally formed of two streets; Conigre and British Row, but includes
the smaller thoroughfares of Shails Lane, Adcroft Street, Upper Broad Street, Broad Street and
Back Street.

Character Area 5 showing Listed Buildings
5.45.

The Character Area is mostly residential in nature, featuring dispersed groups of Listed
Buildings amongst zones of more recent development such as Conigre Square and the area
between Broad Street and Upper Broad Street.
Back Street

5.46.

Former industry in the area remains represented in the street scene with elements of the
former buildings of Ushers Brewery extant on the south side of Back Street and the rather rundown buildings of other brewery works on the north side. Car parking lots complete the north
side up to the junction with Conigre.
Conigre

5.47.

The entire east side of Conigre is taken up with Sainsbury’s supermarket which lies outside
the Conservation Area boundary, whilst the west side has been subject to considereable 20th
century development.

5.48.

Of some note is Conigre Unitarian Church and its associated annexe to the south which
includes Listed railings, a dwarf wall and gatepiers which have been identified by Historic
England as forming a group with No. 19 Middle Rank.
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Upper Broad Street and British Row
5.49.

Conigre terminates at its junction with Upper Broad Street to the west and British Row to the
east. The junction of the three streets is marked by an important 18th century architectural
group, comprising Conigre Parsonage, Westcroft House and Westcroft’s former stable block
(now Gate House) which lies between the two.

Conigre Parsonage and Westcroft House with former stable block between
5.50.

The three Listed Buildings are set back from the roadside behind walls and railings, the
materials used in the boundaries reflecting that of the buildings themselves.

5.51.

The west end of British Row beyond Westcroft House mostly comprises a brick terrace of two
storey dwellings which lie beyond the three storey red brick Nos. 1 and 2 Waldron Square
which may originally have been built as workshops for Westcroft House (WWDC 2006).

5.52.

The entire south side of British Row, beyond and including the Sainsbury’s supermarket, lies
outside the Conservation Area boundary.
Adcroft Street

5.53.

The terraces along both sides of Adcroft Street have been Listed, mostly in groups, for their
architectural significance. In addition to the largely two storey rendered residential terraces,
the former Black Swan public house is constructed in the Georgian tradition. This building, and
the Listed terraces date to the mid-19th century. Black Swan Court represents a 20th century
development in the grounds of the former public house.
Adcroft Drive

5.54.

Parallel to and east of Adcroft Street is Adcroft Drive which comprises relatively recent
residential development to its west side. The east side lies outside the Conservation Area
boundary.
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Adcroft Street, looking north from British Row. Former Black Swan public house to right
5.55.

Character Area 5 marks the northwestern extent of the Conservation Area.

Key Features and Opportunities for Improvement

Key Features
•
•
•
•
•

Significant 18th century landmark buildings, such as Conigre
Parsonage and Westcroft House
Small groups of mature trees to north side of British Row
Architecturally significant mid-19th century housing on Adcroft
Street
Some surviving industrial buildings
Important boundary walls

Negative Features and Opportunities for Improvement
•

Modern development to the west side of Adcroft Drive is
considered inappropriate for continued inclusion in the
Conservation Area

29

Character Area 6: The Halve
Overview
5.56.

Character Area 6 centres on The Halve which effectively forms the limit to the 18th and 19th
century urban expansion of Trowbridge. It includes the east end of Duke Street along with
elements of Union Street and St. Thomas Road.

Character Area 6 showing Listed Buildings
The Halve
5.57.

The wider Character Area is largely residential with properties along The Halve, many of which
are Listed, directly fronting the east side of the street.

View south along The Halve
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5.58.

The Halve was developed from enclosed fields during the later 18th century with buildings
along its east side largely comprising an impressive terrace of two to three and a half storey
residences, their rooflines rising in steps from north to south.

5.59.

The west side of the street demonstrates a more dispersed layout of buildings and open space,
including the Lovemead car park, further parking at the junction with Duke Street and
residential properties set back further from the street, such as Nos. 3 and 5.

5.60.

More recent, rather bland and unattractive development is evident at the southern extent of
The Halve (west side) beyond the junction with Duke Street, and the north end (west side)
where the two storey flat-roofed building, part-occupied by the NHS, detracts considerably
from the wider aesthetic of the area.
Duke Street (east)

5.61.

The eastern part of Duke Street forms a sharp contrast with the more tightly developed and
historic west end. Its junction with The Halve is marked on both sides by modern car parks,
beyond the smaller of which (north side) views are available of the red brick side elevation to
No. 5 The Halve.

5.62.

Adjacent to the access to the Lovemead car park, the street scene is dominated by modern
development of Taylors View, formed predominantly of unimaginative two-storey red brick
housing. Visible from Duke Street at the far end of Taylors View are the converted buildings
of the Grade II Listed former Duke Street Mill. Modern development continues to dominate
the street scene beyond Taylors View to the junction with Brewery Walk which marks the
extent of this Character Area.
Union Street (east and south) and St. Thomas Road

5.63.

The majority of the south side of Union Street and much of its north side lies within Character
Area 6. Opposite the junction with Timbrell Street is the impressive structure of the Zion
Chapel, built in 1810 and still in use for religious purposes.

5.64.

To the south side of Union Street is the short Bath stone terrace of Waterloo Place, dating to
the early 19th century and Grade II Listed as a group. The terrace forms a visually interesting
group, flanked by a small area of car parking to the west and garages to the east.
Timbrell Street

5.65.

The east side of Timbrell Street features a long early 19th century residential terrace of three
storey red brick residences finished at its south end by a two-storey property (The Hawthorns).
All these properties front directly onto the pavement and feature a degree of ground floor
retail toward the centre of the group.

5.66.

Accessible from Timbrell Street is the Church of St. Thomas, which forms part of a group of
Listed Buildings including gateways both to the north and south (on St. Thomas Road), the
Verger’s Cottage and two associated lamp standards. The church was constructed in 1868-70,
to the design of a well-known local architect, William Smith. The church and its surroundings
offers a welcome and secluded space away from the town.
Cross Street

5.67.

Cross Street joins Timbrell Street opposite The Hawthorns, with its south side only lying within
the Character Area. The properties along the south side of the street are dispersed with brick
walling and workshops between.
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Key Features and Opportunities for Improvement

Key Features
•
•
•
•

Significant 18th and 19th century urban development, marking
the 19th century extents of residential Trowbridge
Two significant 19th century churches
Predominant brick and Bath stone finishes to buildings, many of
which are Listed
Low walls and railings feature in several sections of streetscape

Negative Features and Opportunities for Improvement
•

Modern development at Taylors View, Brewery Walk and
Lovemead car park is considered inappropriate for continued
inclusion in the Conservation Area
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Character Area 7: Polebarn Street, Roundstone Street and Yerbury Street
Overview
5.68.

Character Area 7 is characterised by 18th and 19th century development comprising a mix of
terraces, pairs and individual dwellings. It lies between Trowbridge Park to the west and the
20th century inner ring road, County Way, to the east and south. The principle streets are
Polebarn Road, the south side of Roundstone Street and Yerbury Street.

Character Area 7 showing Listed Buildings
5.69.

Character Area 7 gives a slight impression of being set somewhat apart from the other
residential areas of Trowbridge, due to the presence of Trowbridge Park to the west and the
intrusive and enclosing nature of County Way.
Polebarn Road

5.70.

The southern half of Polebarn Road represents an interesting group of historical architecture,
creating a pleasing aesthetic mix of styles. This end of Polebarn Street is dominated by the
magnificent Grade II* Listed three storey structure of Rosefield and Homefield, a late 18 th to
early 19th century pair of former merchants’ houses set behind low walls and well-manicured
hedges. Parts of the building have been repurposed for individual flats, and at the time of the
production of this appraisal, parts of the building were undergoing renovation.
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Rosefield
5.71.

The west side of Polebarn Road, south of the entrance to the park, features Lady Brown’s
cottages. These Listed almshouses were completed in a mock Tudor style in 1899 by S.
Goodridge of Bath. The almshouses back onto the boundary to Trowbridge Park, and add a
vibrant aesthetic to both the east side of the park and this section of Polebarn Road.

5.72.

More recent, rather bland and unattractive development is evident at the southern extent of
The Halve (west side) beyond the junction with Duke Street, and the north end (west side)
where the two storey flat-roofed building, part-occupied by the NHS, detracts considerably
from the wider aesthetic of the area.

5.73.

Adjacent to the exit from the park, and effectively the first view of buildings on Polebarn Road,
is the Police Station. Built in the Modernist style, the building offers an interesting
juxtaposition with historic architectural elements to the south. Built in 2004, the Police Station
is considered an important building within the wider street scene, reflecting changes in
architectural direction whilst still retaining a high quality of design.

Modernist frontage of Trowbridge Police Station
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5.74.

North of the access to Trowbridge Park is Raleigh Court, an unappealing four storey residential
block with further development in a similar style ongoing to its rear, along the northern
boundary of the park.
Roundstone Street (south side)

5.75.

This narrow street features a broken terrace of three storey structures to its south side, with
most featuring retail ground floors fronting directly onto the pavement. In combination with
the large frontage of Lovemead House and significant mature tree growth behind stone walls
beyond, the sense is one of enclosure here.

5.76.

The east end of Roundstone Street features part of the terrace known as the Yerbury
Almshouses. Originally endowed in 1679, the terrace was rebuilt in 1914 to an 'L' plan in the
Elizabethan style. The terrace continues around the junction with Yerbury Street.
Yerbury Street

5.77.

Beyond the almshouses are Nos. 4-14 Yerbury Street which date to the late 18th century and
are Grade II Listed in three groups. Known as the Weavers Cottages, they represent the last
survival of the area’s industrial past and create a strong architectural motif which contributes
much to the street scene.

5.78.

The east side of the street features dominant modern three storey blocks comprising
Avondale Court.

Key Features and Opportunities for Improvement

Key Features
•
•
•
•

Many two and three storey buildings fronting directly onto the
pavements
Limited ground floor retail development
Interesting Modernist architecture in Trowbridge Police Station
Surviving references to historical industrial development in this
area

Negative Features and Opportunities for Improvement
•
•
•

Some inappropriate and architecturally dominant modern
development
Slightly run-down feel to retail elements along Roundstone
Street
Development of Avondale Court is considered inappropriate for
continued inclusion in the Conservation Area
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Character Area 8: River Biss Corridor
Overview
5.79.

Forming a large percentage of the western boundary to the Conservation Area, Character Area
8 comprises development to the north of the river, from the Odeon Cinema site in the east to
the rear of The Shires in the northwest. This Character Area is formed of a diverse range of
architectural styles and historical periods, from the Modernist Odeon building within the St.
Stephen’s Leisure Park development, to early 19th century mills and industrial works in the
northwest.

Character Area 8 showing Listed Buildings
5.80.

Much of Character Area 8 is accessed via Court Street and includes numbers of mature trees
along the banks of the river, effectively creating a green edge to the Conservation Area
separating it visually from development between it and County Way. Mill Street provides a
short link to the southern extent of Castle Street.
Court Street

5.81.

Modern development including Fortescue House dominate the southern extent of Court
Street, but the character quickly changes, presenting a dispersed group of industrial buildings
interspersed with small courtyards and low-rise workshops. The former mill buildings present
an increasingly dominant architectural form, rising to four (Brick Mills) and five stories (Andil
House) along the central section of the street.

5.82.

Views to the town centre and Town Hall clock tower are intermittently available over
courtyard areas to Court Street’s east side.

5.83.

The north end of Court Street provides the service access to The Shires shopping centre.
Architecturally, whilst the shopping centre is the dominant form, the upper floors of Stone
Mill provide a welcome relief from the bland red brick of the rear of The Shires.
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Former Brick Mills, Court Street
Riverside Walk
5.84.

The Riverside Walk offers some access to the river corridor, although has been poorly
maintained leaving parts of it inaccessible.
Mill Street

5.85.

The north side of Mill Street features further former industrial buildings at its junction with
Court Street, comprising a Grade II Listed mill building which begins at three stories on Court
Street, dropping to two along Mill Street. The redevelopment of the two-storey element has
created an attractive short terrace of buildings, providing largely office space such as the
Citizens Advice Bureau. Three-storey later development occupies Mill Street’s south side.

Key Features and Opportunities for Improvement

Key Features
•

Impressive mill buildings on Court Street and Mill Street

Negative Features and Opportunities for Improvement
•

Riverside Walk and riverside generally in need of considerable
refurbishment
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6.

CONSERVATION AREA MANAGEMENT PLAN
Planning Policy Context

6.1.

The NPPF (2018 revision) states in para. 200 that “Local planning authorities should look for
opportunities for new development within Conservation Areas and World Heritage Sites, and
within the setting of heritage assets, to enhance or better reveal their significance”. It
continues in para. 201 to identify that “Not all elements of a Conservation Area or World
Heritage Site will necessarily contribute to its significance”.

6.2.

Historic England set out in their online advice (Designating and Managing a Conservation Area)
that the key duty of any local authority under the 1990 Planning (Listed Buildings and
Conservation Areas) Act is to “…review the Conservation Area and its boundaries and
formulate and publish proposals for the preservation and enhancement of the area”.

6.3.

Historic England Advice Note 1 - Conservation Area Appraisal, Designation and Management)
issued in 2016 “…updates the advice in light of the publication of the 2018 National Planning
Policy Framework and gives more information on the relationship with local and
neighbourhood plans and policies”.

Trowbridge Neighbourhood Plan – Conservation Recommendations
6.4.

The Trowbridge Neighbourhood Plan is currently in production and it is intended that this
Conservation Area Appraisal will contribute to the plan in matters of heritage conservation
and enhancement.

6.5.

It is recommended that the Neighbourhood Plan should include policies appropriate to the
protection and enhancement of Trowbridge Town Centre Conservation Area, as set out below.
Application of Planning Policy

6.6.

In line with the NPPF and the Wiltshire Local Plan, the Town Council, through the medium of
the Neighbourhood Plan, should aim to encourage the replacement of existing, including
recent, buildings with development (where such planning applications have been submitted)
that seeks to preserve or enhance the character and appearance of the Conservation Area.
Such development may be of modern architectural style but should nonetheless demonstrate
a good relationship with its setting and the character of the area.

6.7.

It is likely that future development will come forward in areas outside the Conservation Area,
but within zones which may be considered important to its setting. To be accepted they also
should be seen to preserve or enhance the special architectural and townscape qualities of
the area.
Shop Fronts and Advertisements

6.8.

It is recommended that the Neighbourhood Plan should include new supplementary planning
policy and guidance in respect of shop fronts and advertisements which demonstrates special
consideration for the Conservation Area’s character and appearance. This should be applied
across the whole Conservation Area, but with special consideration given to Fore Street which
represents the principle thoroughfare in the town centre.

6.9.

It has been observed that, currently, there is not yet an unacceptable proliferation of
advertising within the Conservation Area and the number of projecting signs remains
manageable. It is recommended that strict control should be maintained over the amount and
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type of advertising in the Conservation Area to maintain this existing balance and its is
suggested that the owners of commercial premises, designers and development control
officers might benefit from a detailed and illustrated Supplementary Planning Document (SPD)
in this regard.
Repairs and Enhancements to Buildings in the Conservation Area
6.10.

It may assist residential property owners if the Neighbourhood Plan included enhanced Listed
Building and Conservation Area good practice guidance, perhaps complemented by an
information leaflet addressing issues including replacement doors, windows and roof
materials suitable for use in the Conservation Area. This will have much wider application. This
advice should recognise the continued need for replacement features, particularly in older
properties, and should also offer practical guidance on design, acceptable materials and
products.

6.11.

It is clear when passing through the various Character Areas, that numbers of original doors,
windows and roof materials have been replaced in a significant number of historic properties
within the Conservation Area. It is suggested that any advice should be publicised within the
Conservation Area, distributed to households and should be available on the website.
Conservation Area Grants

6.12.

Where possible, the Town Council should offer financial incentives in the form of Conservation
Grants for the replacement of inappropriate shop fronts, fenestration, doors, roof treatments
etc with features more appropriate to the character and appearance of a Conservation Area.
Building Regulations

6.13.

The Town Council should set out in the Neighbourhood Plan that they will apply Building and
Fire Regulations sensitively in Conservation Areas and to Listed Buildings to attempt to ensure
that there is no conflict with the preservation of the special character and appearance of the
area.

Management Proposals
6.14.

It is the intention of this management proposals section to examine area and site-specific
issues of enhancement potential. Several specific areas were noted during the multiple
walkover surveys undertaken in the completion of this appraisal which were considered in
need of significant refurbishment, maintenance or change of status. These included peripheral
elements of the Conservation Area which no longer meet the criteria for inclusion in the
designated area, and areas where significant refurbishment and/or repairs would enhance the
character and appearance of the Conservation Area. This section also includes several more
general, Conservation Area wide proposals for maintenance and enhancement.
Town Centre Pedestrianised Area

6.15.

This area forms the centrepiece to the town centre and Conservation Area and as such is
deserving of an area specific redesign. Aesthetically it gives an impression of being rather
dated, shabby and a little run-down. The area includes some exceptional architecture and the
treatments applied to the pedestrianised area should seek to reflect this former grandeur.

6.16.

It is therefore recommended that the entire pedestrianised area should be refurbished, with
new stone setts, new planters (the extant planters are of a non-descript design in black plastic)
and additional tree-planting. By blending these various elements of sympathetic
refurbishment, a wider harmony could be achieved in celebration of the largely Georgian
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architecture of this area, creating a far more aesthetically pleasing situation. It is suggested
that this would lead in turn to a greater appreciation of the town centre area in respect of
both residents and visitors alike. A potential knock-on effect on trade and the types of
business that choose to operate from this central area may eventually be achieved which
would benefit the town’s future economy.
Riverside Walk
6.17.

This area needs considerable restoration. Accessibility should be improved in conjunction with
a robust programme of maintenance and sympathetic planting, encouraging greater footfall
and increased biodiversity.

6.18.

A newly designed and built riverside public realm would greatly benefit the wider
Conservation Area, providing a pleasant and attractive space for a short walk, lunch and
myriad other activities. The area should be well-lit at night to reduce the risk of it becoming
an environment which might encourage crime.
Fore Street

6.19.

Whilst rather site-specific, the pitch pavement in the area in front of Parade House to 73 Fore
Street are in a poor and deteriorating state. On one of the many site visits it was noted that
several cars were partially parked on them, likely causing further damage.

Pitch pavement, front of Parade House, Fore Street
6.20.

It is recommended that more effective parking measures and/or enforcement of existing
parking regulations is undertaken here, following a programme of conservation repairs and
refurbishment.

40

Trowbridge Park
6.21.

Trowbridge Park provides an important open space within the town centre and is well-used
by the public for many activities. In respect of the importance of maintaining and enhancing
biodiversity in the town, it is recommended that the Town Council’s ecological officer should
organise a regime of additional bat and bird boxes within the park, alongside a variety of other
aids to wildlife preservation, such as insect houses, hedgehog houses etc. Biodiversity would
be further enhanced through the creation and maintenance of dispersed and at least partially
accessible ‘wild’ areas. These could be enhanced with information boards as an educational
tool.

6.22.

In respect of recent thinking, in particular the use/reuse of single use plastics, it would be of
great benefit for the Town Council to install one or more water fountains within the park
boundaries. This regime could be extended to include potentially the town centre
pedestrianised area.
Possible Realignment of Conservation Area Boundary

6.23.

Several areas at the periphery of the Conservation Area have been identified through this
assessment as no longer meeting the criteria for inclusion within the designated area. Since it
is not the intention of this appraisal to create non-designated ‘islands’ within the wider
Conservation Area boundary, only areas at the edges of the current Conservation Area will be
proposed for removal.
•

•

•

•
•

St. Stephen’s Place Leisure Park: Whilst the Odeon Cinema building offers a good
Modernist design aesthetic and is assessed to represent a building of note, its
surroundings are by contrast of no architectural, historical or aesthetic value and do not
contribute to the Conservation Area’s special character.
Multi-storey car park west of Trowbridge Park: This building is of no architectural merit
and could be removed from the Conservation Area in conjunction with the buildings of St.
Stephen’s Place.
Adcroft Drive: Residential development along the west side of Adcroft Drive is considered
inappropriate for continued inclusion in the Conservation Area and should be
downgraded.
Taylors View, Brewery Walk and Lovemead car park: This area lies in a peripheral location
within the Conservation Area and is of no architectural, historical or aesthetic merit.
Avondale Court: This development is of an inappropriate design and could be excluded
from a future Conservation Area boundary.

Non-specific Design Guidelines
6.24.

The scale, massing, height, form, alignment, density and layout of any proposed new
development should respect the special character of the Conservation Area and be in keeping
with the aesthetic of the Character Area within which it is proposed, as described in this
document.

6.25.

Appropriately high-quality design relies in large part on the choice and combination of
materials. Blandness and reversion to a bare minimum of design should be discouraged since
a far more aesthetically pleasing design and texture can be achieved through careful detailing
and use of materials, and through maintaining a balance between variety and uniformity
within a larger development.

6.26.

Proposals for extensions to existing properties within the Conservation Area should be both
well designed and subordinate to the original building. This should include the maintenance
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of existing building lines and roofscapes. It is important that any new buildings also respect
the alignment of existing buildings in the area to strike an appropriate balance with the local
built environment.
6.27.

Replacement doors, windows and roofs should as closely as possible match the design and
materials of the original features of a building. Where new windows, doors and roofs of
inappropriate design and materials are to be replaced, the opportunity should be taken to
reinstate more original design and materials.

6.28.

Traditionally designed shop fronts, largely of 19th century date within the Town Centre
Conservation Area, should be retained. Any proposed new shop fronts should respect the
scale, period, design and detail of the individual building of which it forms part, as well as the
design principles of the wider built environment.

6.29.

It is important that due consideration is given to ensuring good quality traditional detailing on
buildings is retained, particularly in respect of elements such as brick detailing and quoins,
tiling and brick bonds. Where these have been removed or lost, every effort should be made
to encourage their restoration through the planning process.

6.30.

Modern features such as satellite dishes, flues, extractors and alarm boxes should, where
practicable, be located on parts of the building where their visibility from public areas is at a
minimum.

6.31.

Boundary walls and hedges, prevalent in the residential areas of Trowbridge, should be
retained or restored where necessary to retain the appearance of the individual Character
Area within which they are sited.

6.32.

Off-street parking should not be allowed to detract significantly from the character and
appearance of the Conservation Area.

6.33.

The Town Centre Conservation Area, and in particular Trowbridge Park, includes many mature
trees which are regarded as landmark features, or which are identified as important to the
character and appearance of the Conservation Area. It is crucial that these are appropriately
maintained to ensure their future survival. Further planting is encouraged, with an emphasis
on the pedestrianised area of the town centre.

6.34.

The Conservation Area benefits from many views and vistas of townscape features, such as
landmark buildings and other focal points, and it is of great importance that these are
respected.

6.35.

Beyond Trowbridge Park, several important open spaces have been identified. It is important
that access to these, and their appearance, should be maintained and their special character
retained.

6.36.

When a proposal creates new surfaces or street furniture within its boundaries, it should be
completed with due regard to the strictures of development within a Conservation Area.

6.37.

Proposed new buildings which would be visible from any part of the Conservation Area, or are
identified as lying within its setting, should seek to preserve or enhance the Conservation
Area’s special character.
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7.

CONCLUSIONS
Making Trowbridge a more Desirable Place to Live, Work and do Business

7.1.

It has been the aim and purpose of this appraisal not just to document what is good (and what
is not) about Trowbridge, but far more importantly to lead to a group of enhancements
designed, ultimately to create an environment within the town centre more valued by its
inhabitants.

7.2.

A holistic approach to the refurbishment of the areas set out above is required to enhance
how the people of Trowbridge value their town. Proposed change and refurbishment of the
built environment and public realm will ultimately engender changes in attitude toward the
town, potentially reducing crime and anti-social behaviour and raising standards of retailer
and property values.

7.3.

The creation and enhancement of green space is also a significant factor in the revitalisation
of the town. Of considerable importance is the Riverside Walk, which would benefit from
significant maintenance and redesign, allowing enhanced access, where possible, to more of
the riverside for the public.

7.4.

Future development and/or refurbishment of properties and businesses should be
undertaken with the maintenance and enhancement of the special character of the
Conservation Area firmly at the forefront of any design brief. The potential for offering grants
for refurbishment and/or enhancement of buildings within the Conservation Area should be
explored by the Town Council, along with potentially business-driven incentives to new
companies to move into Trowbridge.
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